OPPOSITION TO SCIPIO.
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age citizen, and all Rome looked to Scipio as the man to give
the finishing touch to the struggle. There seems to have been
much the same glamour about Scipio as there was in 1861 and
1862 about McClellan. But Scipio met the tests he was put
to after a better fashion. In the senate, however, and among
the most thoughtful, was a division on the question of mov-
ing into Africa. A considerable faction distrusted Scipio,
not on account of his military conduct, but because he
showed a disposition not to ride to orders, but to look at
things de haut en bas. Fabius Maximus was among those
who opposed Scipio's being sent to Africa. Livy asserts
that Scipio had openly declared that he would transport an
army into Africa through the medium of the people if the
senate opposed him; and "on being publicly asked in the
senate whether he would submit to the conscript fathers and
abide by their determination in the matter, replied that he
would act as he thought was for the interest of the state,
facts which accord well with Scipio's character, but are more
consistent in. a politician than in the military servant of a
republic. The result was that supplies were withheld from
Scipio* But as he had permission to accept volunteers, an
appeal to the allies soon enabled the new consul to create
a fleet, and later the senate gave him fuller support. Nor
was Scipio idle. That twenty quinquiremes and ten quad-
riremes could be built and launched in forty-five days, as
was done, shows diligence on his part and experience in ship-
building among the allies.

Mago had raised twelve thousand foot and two thousand
horse. He set sail towards summer from Minorca, landed at
Genoa and took the place. Soon large numbers of the na-
tive tribes joined his standard. Carthage sent him some
seven thousand men, seven elephants and money. But M.
Livius from Etruria, and Lsevinus with the city legions, four             tius f or Ariminurn, L. JEmilius for Sicily, and Cnseus Octa-
